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Indigenous 
Peoples 

Most indigenous 
peoples have 
creation stories 
where they 
believe the 
Creator or Great 
Father in the Sky 
made the earth, 
the animals and 
all humans, e.g., 
the union of Sky 
Father and Earth 
Mother.  Fisher, 
2014, p. 36 

Indigenous 
religions are 
typically 
polytheistic and 
pantheistic, 
involving a belief 
that the divine is 
manifested 
throughout the 
physical realm, 
often involving a 
supreme god, 
e.g., Great 
Spirit.  They 
believe the dark 
gods of the spirit 
world are the 
ones to be 
afraid of or to 
placate. 
Indigenous 
peoples believe 
in the 
importance of 
maintaining a 
right relationship 
with the creator 
god and the 
numerous gods 
governing 
natural 
phenomena and 
forces.  Fisher, 
2014, p. 40 

Indigenous 
peoples 
consider 
themselves 
connected to 
all forms of 
life due to 
their 
pantheistic 
world view.  
They 
acknowledge 
a Circle of 
Right 
Relationships
, requiring 
them to 
respectively 
cultivate and 
maintain 
order among 
all forms of 
life and the 
natural order.  
Humans are 
seen as 
capable of 
good or bad 
and under 
the influence 
of curses, 
vows, 
incantations, 
or evil spirits. 
In this sense, 
they may be 
animistic. 

Indigenous 
peoples 
recognize 
that both 
benevolent 
and 
malevolent 
forces exist 
in the 
spiritual 
realm.  
These 
forces can 
have an 
impact upon 
individuals, 
circumstanc
e and 
events in the 
physical 
world.   
Good and 
evil are seen 
as forces 
that 
compete for 
dominance 
in a person 
and in the 
world.  
Sometimes 
there is an 
ethnocentric 
idea that 
‘our’ group 
is the good 
one and all 

The idea of 
the path or 
the way or a 
lifeway is 
their main 
idea of 
salvation.  It 
is the path to 
the good. 
This idea is 
closely 
aligned with 
a 
responsibility 
for nature 
and this 
world, 
connected 
with the idea 
of the Circle 
of Right 
Relationship
s and the 
holistic 
connection 
among all 
things in the 
natural 
world.  
Oneness 
with nature 
is for some 
seen as a 
goal of life. 
Others see 
‘salvation’ as 
surviving 

Many 
indigenous 
peoples 
acknowledg
e a spiritual 
existence in 
the afterlife, 
evidenced 
by rituals 
and 
practices 
surrounding 
ancestor 
veneration.  
Some 
groups have 
a notion of 
an afterlife, 
but others 
do not.  For 
example, 
some Native 
American 
groups 
believe in a 
“Happy 
Hunting 
Ground’ or 
that one 
goes to be 
with the 
ancestors 
and/or the 
Great Spirit.  
Many 
indigenous 
peoples are 

Varies by 
country or 
group. 
Some have 
animal 
sacrifices or 
smoke 
various 
substances 
in a 
ritualistic 
manner. 
Practices 
and rituals 
may include 
a Sweat 
Lodge 
ceremony or 
a Vision 
Quest 
among 
some Native 
Americans.  
Dance is 
often used 
to express 
stories and 
tales of the 
tribe or 
group or the 
gods. Body 
decoration, 
paint, 
garments 
and drums 
are often 
used in the 

Varies by 
country or 
group.  
Some have 
celebrations 
tied to the 
seasons of 
the year.  
Others have 
celebrations 
of victory in 
war or at 
weddings. 
The birth of 
children is 
often a time 
of great 
celebration.  
Death is 
universally 
observed in 
various ways 
depending 
on the 
culture and 
local beliefs. 
The finding 
of good prey 
when 
hunting 
would be a 
cause for 
celebration 
as well. 
Some 
Indigenous 
peoples 



Many have a 
special 
shaman or 
witch doctor 
who is 
supposed to 
help them 
connect to 
the spirit 
world.  
Fisher, 2014, 
pp. 34-36, 39 
– 52. 

outsiders 
are ‘bad’.  
This idea 
can lead to 
wars and 
conflicts.  
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
41, 44 – 46, 
51 - 52   

and not 
being 
defeated by 
the dark 
spirits, thus 
having a 
long life.  
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 39 
- 48 

terrified of 
death and 
use their 
rituals to 
ward it off.  
Fisher, 
2014, pp.40 
– 41,  53 - 
55 

ritual 
dances. To 
placate the 
spirits, they 
may also 
cut 
themselves 
or in some 
cases 
engage in 
cannibalism 
or 
headhunting
. An 
example: 
the Sawi 
people of 
New Guinea 
make peace 
with an 
enemy by 
swapping 
infants 
between the 
tribes.  As 
long as the 
children live 
there will be 
peace 
between the 
two tribes.  
One family 
per tribe 
agrees to 
take in the 
other child 
and give up 
their own. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 55 

celebrate a 
first fruits or 
harvest 
festival.  
Fisher, 2014, 
pp. 55 – 59. 
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Hinduism 
and Jainism 

Hinduism: 
“The universe is a 
result of 
manifestation of 
Parabrahman, the 
supreme 
consciousness. 
Hence, there is 
nothing externally 
created. It is 
interesting to note 
Rig Veda, which 
in its 10th 
Mandala explains 
beautifully the 
concept in a 
Suktha called 
Nasadiya Suktha. 
Vishnu Prakash 
Nangath”(Prakash
,2013) 
 
Jainism: 
“The universe is 
uncreated, self-
existent, 
beginningless, 
eternal, and 
infinite.” 
 

Hinduism: 
Brahma: creator 
god, Vishnu 
preserved the 
universe and 
Shiva was the 
destroyer. 
 
Jainism: They 
deny the idea of 
a creator god 
nontheistic. 
Arhatas and 
Siddhas are 
those who reach 
moksha 

Hinduism 
and 
Jainism: 
They believe 
in the cycle 
of life, death 
and rebirth.  
 

Hinduism: 
Good: light, 
balance, 
immortality, 
order, virtue 
and 
selflessness
. Bad: 
darkness, 
imbalance, 
chaos, sinful 
conduct and 
selfishness.  
 
Jainism: 
Good and 
evil depends 
on karma, if 
you follow a 
good 
conduct, you 
will rid 
yourself of 
karma, on 
the contrary 
a 
punishment 
will await for 
you if you 
engage in 
bad 
conduct. 
Jainism is a 
religion that 
promotes 
nonviolence.  

Hinduism: 
They believe 
that when 
someone 
dies they go 
to another 
place, a 
celestial 
world. The 
destiny of a 
deceased 
person 
depends on 
the god 
Yama, the 
god of 
death. The 
ones that 
have been 
bad are 
destined to 
go to an 
eternal 
prison.   
 
Jainism: 
they believe 
in reaching 
moksha to 
stop the 
cycle of 
rebirth. This 
is done by 
living a 
karma free 
life. If an 
individual 

Hinduism 
and 
Jainism: 
They both 
have similar 
views of the 
afterlife. 
They 
believe in 
reincarnatio
n and 
rebirth. They 
consider 
death as a 
part of a 
natural 
process and 
the 
beginning of 
a new cycle.  
 

Hinduism: 
Puja is 
considered 
a personal 
act of 
worship 
because the 
individual 
gets to 
choose a 
god of their 
preference 
and they 
can worship 
this chosen 
god the way 
they want 
(singing, 
sacrifice). In 
Hinduism 
cows are 
considered 
holy 
therefore 
they 
practice cow 
veneration. 
 
Jainism:  
Samayika is 
the practice 
of balance 
and 
meditation; 
it usually 
takes place 
in the early 

Hinduism: 
Diwali and 
Ganesh 
Chaturthi 
 
Jainism: 
Paryushana 
and Diwali 
 



fails they will 
be 
reincarnated 
or they will 
go to hell.   

morning and 
involves 
meditation 
and prayers.  
Pratikraman
a is 
basically an 
act of 
repentance; 
looking back 
and 
regretting 
past errors.   

Buddhism 
 

As a nontheistic 
religion Buddhism 
does not attempt 
to answer the 
origin of the 
universe. “The 
Buddha did not 
focus on 
descriptions of an 
unseen reality, the 
nature of the soul, 
life after death, or 
the origin of the 
universe” (Fisher, 
2014) 
 

“Buddhism is 
often described 
as a nontheistic 
religion. There is 
no personal God 
who creates the 
world or to 
whom prayers 
can be 
directed.”(Fisher
, 2014) 

Buddha 
classified 
humans as 
“an 
impermanent 
composite of 
inter- 
dependent 
physical, 
emotional, 
and cognitive 
components.” 
(Fisher, 
2014) 
 

Good is the 
basic nature 
of 
enlightenme
nt and evil is 
everything 
that 
prevents 
you from 
reaching 
enlightenme
nt and 
causes 
suffering for 
you and 
others. 

Buddhists 
believe that 
salvation 
can be 
achieved by 
living a life of 
enlightenme
nt, prayer 
and 
meditation.  
 

Buddhists 
believe in 
rebirth. 
Following 
The Noble 
Eightfold 
Path 
practice can 
lead you to 
freedom 
from rebirth 
and 
achieving 
nirvana. 

One of the 
main 
practices of 
Buddhism is 
meditation. 
The 
purpose of 
mediation is 
achieving 
enlightenme
nt and 
calmness. 
Buddhists 
also have 
devotional 
practices; 
they take 
place in 
Temples, 
halls, and 
roadside 
shrines. 

Vesak: is a 
celebration 
of the birth 
and death of 
Buddha. 
This 
celebration 
usually takes 
place in 
temple and 
monasteries.  
 
Magha Puja 
Day: this 
event is 
celebrated in 
the third 
lunar month, 
commemorat
ing when 
Buddha went 
to capital 
and gave a 
sermon to 
the king and 
his people 
and gained 



many 
followers 

Daoism and 
Confucianis
m 

Both traditional 
Chinese 
religions view 
the universe as 
a manifestation 
of a substance 
called qi. In its 
turn, qi is 
regarded as a 
self-generating 
and self-
regulating 
energy or force. 
The balance 
within the 
universe is 
achieved by the 
interplay of two 
opposite, yet 
closely related 
forces, yin 
(“female”, dark, 
receptive) and 
yang (“male”, 
bright, creative). 

Since both 
Daoism and 
Confucianism 
do not see the 
universe as a 
product of 
creation by an 
external force, 
the figure of a 
Creator is not 
prominent in 
these 
religions. In 
fact, although 
Chinese 
religions 
acknowledge 
the existence 
of gods and 
goddesses, 
they are also 
subject to the 
cosmic laws 
and forces that 
govern the 
universe. 
Daoism has a 
more mystical 
view of the 
world, and 
Daoists 
believe in a 
variety of 

According 
to 
Confucius 
and 
Mencius, 
human 
nature is 
basically 
good. It is a 
task of right 
upbringing 
in the family 
and in the 
society to 
grow a good 
son, father, 
husband 
and King's 
subject. The 
natural 
tendency of 
man's 
character is 
to do good, 
provided a 
man follows 
good laws, 
good 
customs 
and has 
good rulers. 
Some other 
Confucian 

Teachings 
of 
Confucius 
are mainly 
of social 
and ethical 
nature, 
rather then 
religious. 
They are, 
for 
instance: 
morality 
and ethics 
as a 
governing 
principle of 
life, 
importance 
of rank and 
order within 
the society. 
Children 
should be 
obedient to 
parents, 
younger 
people to 
elders, 
wives to 
husbands, 
subjects 
should 

The idea of 
“salvation” is 
foreign to 
both 
Chinese 
religions. 
The ultimate 
goal in 
Confucianis
m (roughly 
an 
equivalent to 
the Western 
notion of 
salvation) is 
to grow 
individual 
and 
collective 
virtues, do 
good, follow 
customs, 
take part in 
ritual, and 
live in a just 
society 
under a 
good ruler. 
In Daoism 
the goal is to 
restore the 
original 
cosmic 
balance 
within 
oneself, and 
to live in 

Like 
Western 
religions, 
Confuciani
sm does 
not have 
any 
specific 
teaching 
on afterlife. 
The focus 
of 
Confuciani
sm is how 
to live a 
good life 
rather than 
on how to 
obtain 
immortality. 
However, 
Confuciani
sm teaches 
to 
remember 
and 
worship 
ancestors. 
Many 
Chinese 
believe that 
spirits of 
deceased 

Confuciani
sm is rich 
in ritual.  
Confuciani
sm 
believes 
that rituals 
are 
important 
to bring the 
society 
together 
and to 
maintain 
order and 
subordinati
on. There 
are 
individual, 
family, and 
collective 
rituals in 
Confuciani
sm. Some 
rituals are 
devoted to 
the 
ancestors, 
while 
others 
serve to 
preserve 
order in the 

Confucianis
m is well 
built into 
the fabric of 
the 
Chinese 
society. In 
this sense 
most 
traditional 
Chinese 
festivals 
such as 
The 
Chinese 
New Year 
in February 
and 
festivals 
dedicated 
to ancestral 
worship 
such as 
Chung 
Yeung and 
Ching Ming 
can be 
regarded 
as 
Confucian 
celebration
s. The 
birthday of 



divine powers 
that are 
responsible for 
various 
aspects of life 
and that are 
worth being 
worshipped. 
Confucianism 
concentrates 
mostly on 
keeping order 
in the society 
and growing 
personal 
virtues. It 
should be 
noted, though, 
that worship 
(practically 
deification) of 
ancestors is 
very common 
in both 
Chinese 
religions. 

sages 
disagreed 
with that 
(notably 
Xunzi), and 
believed 
that human 
nature is 
selfish. 
Unless 
prompted 
by 
authorities 
and laws, a 
man is 
inclined to 
pursue 
personal 
gain and 
sensual 
pleasures. 
According 
to Daoism, 
the nature 
of modern 
man is out 
of cosmic 
balance and 
harmony, 
which leads 
to discord, 
suffering, 
violence, 
and other 
negative 
effects. 

obey their 
rulers, 
rituals are 
important 
to bring the 
society 
together 
and to 
maintain 
order and 
subordinati
on. Daoism 
does not 
regard 
things in 
terms of 
“good” and 
“evil”, but 
Daoists 
believe that 
the modern 
world is out 
of balance, 
and that 
balance 
should be 
restored. 
Daoism 
emphasize
s simple 
life and 
questions 
values 
affirmed in 
Confuciani
sm (power 

accordance 
with the 
Dao. Some 
Daoist sects 
believe that 
physical 
immortality 
is possible. 

ancestors 
help their 
living 
descendan
ts. 
Some 
sects of 
Daoism 
teach 
indifferenc
e towards 
life and 
death, 
while 
others 
believe that 
unusual 
longevity 
and even 
physical 
immortality 
can be 
achieved 
through 
magic and 
righteous 
life. 
However, 
Daoism 
does not 
contain any 
particular 
teaching 
on afterlife, 
either. 

family, 
society, 
and the 
country.  
Daoism is 
more 
divergent 
in its 
approach 
to rituals. 
Some 
sects deny 
ritual, while 
most 
others 
have 
rituals and 
ceremonie
s to 
worship 
ancestors, 
to invoke 
blessings, 
to achieve 
health, 
recovery, 
longevity, 
or 
immortality
. 

Confucius 
(twenty-
seventh 
day of the 
eighth lunar 
month) is 
also 
celebrated. 
Some of 
the 
commonly 
celebrated 
Daoist 
festivals 
are the 
Seventh-
Day-and-
Night Ritual 
for 
Accumulati
ng Merit. 
Daoist 
centers on 
Taiwan still 
hold 
lengthy 
liturgies 
consisting 
of chanting. 



However, 
there is a 
way to 
restore the 
human 
nature to 
the original 
balance. 

of 
authority, 
family ties, 
material 
wealth, 
etc). 
Daoism 
denies 
wars and 
violence 
and 
teaches 
that life is 
the 
greatest 
value and 
should be 
lived in a 
simple 
manner, 
and that 
elaborate 
ritual, glory 
and 
prestige 
are 
useless. 

Shinto  
 

According to 
Shinto, the 
material world and 
even deities and 
spirits (kami) 
emerged out of 
primordial chaos. 
Two spirits 
(Amatsu kami) 
organized the 

Shinto 
acknowledges 
the existence of 
many gods, 
goddesses and 
spirits. Two 
spirits known as 
Amatsu kami 
are believed to 
have created 

Generally 
speaking, the 
world, 
according to 
shinto, is 
good. 
However, a 
person may 
become 
“unclean,” 

Even though 
the world is 
generally 
good, 
contact or 
interaction 
with some 
spirits may 
defile 
people. 

The notion 
of salvation 
is largely 
absent from 
the Shinto 
teaching and 
practice. 
One's goal is 
to live a 
good life, 

The Shinto 
view on life 
after death 
is vague. 
Shinto 
teaches that 
along with 
this world 
there is a 
spiritual 

Shinto is 
known for 
its rich ritual 
practice. 
There are 
numerous 
Shinto 
shrines in 
Japan 
where 

Shinto 
festivals and 
celebrations 
are held 
regularly 
throughout 
the year and 
on special 
occasions 
throughout 



world. The 
Japanese islands, 
according to 
Shinto beliefs, 
were at the center 
of the creation. 
The two kamis 
also created 
Amaterasu, the 
goddess of the 
sun as a ruler of 
the earth. The two 
kamis gave birth 
to the ancestors of 
the Japansese 
nation. 
Fisher, 2014, p. 
226 

the material 
world out of 
chaos. The 
earth, including 
Japan as its 
central point, 
was formed out 
of the ocean, an 
allusion to the 
island 
geography of 
Japan. Unlike in 
Western 
religions, in 
Shinto the figure 
of the creator 
God is far less 
prominent. 
Amaterasu may 
be called the 
main Goddess 
of Shinto, even 
though the two 
kamis created 
Amaterasu in 
the process of 
the world 
creation. 
Fisher, 2014, p. 
226 

which 
requires 
purification. 
This state of 
being 
unclean in 
Shinto is 
referred to as 
tsumi or 
kegare. 
Uncleanlines
s may have 
the following 
reasons: 
contacts with 
low level 
spirits, dead 
corpses, 
negative 
vibrations 
from others, 
hostile 
feelings and 
actions 
towards 
others or the 
environment. 
However, 
there are 
ways to 
purify oneself 
from tsumi 
through 
personal 
effort and 
ritual. 
Fisher, 2014, 
pp. 232-234. 

Some of the 
kami are 
inclined to 
help people, 
while others 
are a source 
of negative 
energy. 
Shinto does 
not believe 
that some 
spirits are 
inherently 
good, while 
others are 
always evil. 
The 
difference 
between 
good and 
evil is 
apparent in 
effects on 
one's life. 
Rather, evil 
is 
understood 
in the terms 
of a 
transgressio
n against a 
natural law 
or  accepted 
rules of 
conduct. 
Fisher, 
2014, p. 224 

worship the 
kami, 
maintain the 
state of 
purity and 
avoid tsumi 
(uncleanline
ss), respect 
one's 
ancestors, 
be a loyal 
subject of 
the emperor 
and a useful 
member of 
the society. 
However, 
this does not 
amount to 
the idea of 
salvation as 
professed in 
Christianity 
and some 
other 
religions. 
Fisher, 
2014, p. 224 
 

world of the 
kami. 
However, 
the 
connection 
between the 
kami world 
and the 
destiny of 
men after 
their death 
is not clear. 
Many 
Japanese 
follow other 
religious 
rituals and 
practices 
along with 
Shinto. They 
often go to 
Buddhist 
temples to 
perform 
rituals 
related to 
the dead, 
because 
Buddhism 
offers better 
explanation 
of afterlife 
compared to 
Shinto. 
Fisher, 
2014, p.222 

rituals are 
performed 
by priests 
and 
priestesses. 
Priesthood 
is often 
hereditary 
and is 
passed from 
one 
generation 
to another. 
It is believed 
that the 
kami live in 
a shrine, so 
inviting the 
spirit to 
dwell in a 
shrine 
involves a 
lengthy 
ceremony. 
Rituals 
involve 
bowing, 
clapping of 
hands, 
beating of 
drums, and 
waving of a 
stick. Many 
followers of 
Shinto 
perform a 
daily home 
ritual to 
worship 
kami. For 

one's life. 
The latter 
includes, for 
example, 
births, 
marriages, 
deaths, 
turning 
thirteen, 
sixty-one 
and seventy-
seven, and 
others. Local 
shrines have 
festivals to 
honor their 
kami. During 
these, 
offerings 
such as rice, 
fish, and 
vegetables, 
are offered 
to the kami. 
However, 
the biggest 
annual 
celebration 
is the New 
Year that is 
considered a 
feast of 
purification. 
This is also 
an occasion 
to pray for 
good luck in 
the coming 
year. 
Fisher, 2014, 



that the 
followers of 
Shinto keep 
a miniature 
shrine at 
home. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
p.230-231. 

230. 

Judaism 
 

The story of 
creation is found 
in the very first 
chapters of the 
Bible, or Torah. 
According to 
Judaism God 
created the 
whole world in six 
days. Before the 
creation the earth 
was “void and 
empty” and the 
spirit of God was 
sweeping over 
the water. After 
the act of 
creation God 
rested. Human 
beings were 
created as in 
God's image and 
likeness at the 
final stage of the 
creation.  
Fisher, 2015, 
249. 

Judaism 
believes in one 
supreme God, 
Creator, 
Sustainer and 
Ruler of all 
things. He 
created the 
world for his 
own pleasure 
and the 
humans in his 
image and 
likeness. 
However, God 
is incomparably 
above his 
creation in 
terms of 
wisdom, might, 
and other 
qualities. The 
origin of God in 
Judaism is 
unclear. It 
appears that 
God himself 
was never 
created, but 
existed 

Humans 
were created 
by God in 
his image 
and 
likeness. 
This means 
that they 
have such 
qualities as 
freedom of 
choice and 
moral 
responsibility
. According 
to the 
biblical 
account, the 
first human 
couple 
sinned by 
transgressin
g God's 
commands 
and was 
sent out of 
the 
paradise. 
From that 
time on 

In Judaism 
God is the 
ultimate 
judge of 
good and 
evil. 
Consequent
ly, following 
God's laws 
and 
commandm
ents 
(mitzvot) is 
good, and 
transgressi
ng them is 
evil. Some 
of the 
mitzvot 
reflect 
universal 
moral 
norms, 
such as a 
prohibition 
of murder, 
theft, or 
adultery. 
Others are 
of more 

The ultimate 
goal of a 
man in 
Judaism is 
to follow 
God's laws. 
Jews, as a 
chosen 
nation of 
God have 
more 
obligations 
of this sort 
(613 
mitzvot), 
while non-
Jews are 
expected to 
obey only a 
handful. 
Rewards for 
a righteous 
life in 
Judaism are 
often given 
by God in 
this life. 
They may 
range from 
the 

The idea of 
afterlife is 
present in 
Judaism, 
but it is not 
as 
prominent 
as, for 
example, in 
Christianity. 
Probably 
the belief in 
afterlife 
came to 
Judaism 
from 
Zoroastriani
sm. In any 
case, 
Judaism 
generally 
acknowledg
es the 
existence of 
life after 
death and 
paradise, 
but the 
ultimate 
goal of a 

Many of 
Jewish 
practices 
and rituals 
reflect the 
person's life 
cycle. 
Some 
examples 
of such 
rituals are 
circumcisio
n done on 
male 
infants on 
the 8th day 
after birth, 
bar mitzvah 
and bat 
mitzvah 
marking the 
religious 
adulthood 
of boys and 
girls at the 
ages of 13 
and 12 
years 
respectively
. A family 

Judaism 
follows the 
lunar 
calendar 
rich in 
celebrations 
and 
festivals. 
The holiday 
cycle starts 
with the 
New Year 
(Rosh ha-
Shana) 
celebrated 
in the Fall in 
commemora
tion of the 
creation of 
the world. 
The Day of 
Judgement 
(Yom 
Kippur) 
when 
people's 
destinies for 
the coming 
year are 
sealed 



endlessly and 
will exist 
forever. 
Fisher, 2015, 
249. 

humans are 
devoid of 
direct 
relationship 
with God 
and prone to 
suffering. 
However, 
the human 
nature in 
Judaism is 
generally 
regarded as 
good and 
capable of 
making right 
moral 
choices in 
accordance 
with God's 
laws. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
249-250. 

specifically 
religious 
nature, 
such as an 
obligation to 
keep the 
Sabbath or 
the kosher 
diet. 
Although 
Satan is 
mentioned 
in the Torah 
as  God's 
adversary, 
the idea of 
a struggle 
between 
God and 
Satan is not 
as 
pronounced 
as in 
Christianity. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
249, 260. 
 

restoration 
of the 
Jewish 
kingdom 
and coming 
of the 
Messiah to 
personal 
prosperity, 
peace and 
longevity. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
280, 281. 

Jew is to 
live 
according 
to God's 
rules in this 
life, not to 
enter the 
afterlife. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
258, 262. 

weekly 
ritual is the 
lighting of 
Sabbath 
candles on 
Friday 
night. 
Sabbath is 
kept as a 
day of rest. 
Another 
important 
practice is 
the kosher 
dietary law 
that 
prescribes 
the types of 
food and 
their 
combinatio
ns that an 
observing 
Jew may 
and may 
not eat. 
Fisher, 
2014, p. 
283. 

occurs ten 
days later. 
Then we 
have Sukkot 
when tents 
are built 
outside of 
people's 
homes to 
remind them 
of 
wanderings 
in the 
desert. A 
joyous feast 
of 
Hanukkah is 
celebrated 
in the 
memory of 
the 
dedication 
of the 
Temple. 
Special 
candles are 
lit for eight 
days. 
Finally, 
there is 
Passover to 
commemora
te the 
exodus from 
Egypt and 
the 
miraculous 
events 



associated 
with it. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
286-287. 

 

Christianity 
 

The origin of the 
Universe in 
Christianity is 
based upon the 
first book of the 
Bible, the 
Genesis, and, 
therefore, 
coincides with 
cosmogony in 
Judaism. God 
the Creator, who 
is infinitely 
above his 
creation, made 
the world in six 
days and rested 
on the seventh. 
God created the 
planets, sun and 
moon, the earth, 
plants and 
animals, and 
finally, a man 
and a woman. 
God is seen as 
the ultimate 
Ruler, Sustainer 
and Lord over 
the whole 

God in 
mainstream 
Christianity is 
understood to 
be the unity of 
three persons 
in one being. 
These persons 
are known as 
the Father, 
Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. 
Therefore, 
from the point 
of view of 
Christianity, 
God is one, 
and, at the 
same time 
God is a 
Trinity. So, 
compared to 
Judaism, 
Christianity 
somewhat 
deviates from 
strict 
monotheism. 
In Christianity 
God is 

God's entire 
creation 
was good, 
including 
humans. 
But humans 
transgresse
d God's 
command 
and so sin 
entered the 
world. At 
this point 
human 
nature is 
corrupted 
by sin. This 
makes 
God's 
interference 
and 
salvation 
necessary. 
Men can 
only be 
saved from 
sin and, 
thus, God's 
judgment, 
with the 

Generally 
speaking, 
in 
Christianity 
obedience 
to God and 
his 
command
ments is 
good, while 
disobedien
ce is evil. 
Through 
disobedien
ce and 
pride sin 
entered the 
world. Evil 
in 
Christianity 
is usually 
personified 
by Satan, a 
spiritual 
figure, who 
once was 
an angel of 
God, but 
fell due to 
pride and 

According 
to 
Christianity, 
all men are 
in need of 
salvation. 
The human 
nature is 
corrupted 
by sin. All 
men are 
born 
sinners and 
live a life of 
sin, unless 
they turn to 
Jesus 
Christ as 
their 
Saviour. 
The way of 
salvation in 
Christianity 
is belief in 
Jesus 
Christ as 
the 
Saviour, 
adherence 
to high 

All 
branches 
of 
Christianity 
believe in 
afterlife. In 
fact, the 
idea of 
resurrectio
n from the 
dead and 
the coming 
judgment is 
central to 
Christianity
. 
Christianity 
teaches 
that based 
upon one's 
individual 
belief and 
lifestyle 
one can 
either be 
justified 
and invited 
to enjoy 
everlasting 
life in the 

Some of 
the main 
rituals 
common to 
all 
Christians 
are the 
baptism in 
water and 
the 
communio
n. The first 
one 
signifies 
that a 
person 
becomes a 
Christian 
and is now 
a member 
of the 
church.  
The way 
baptism is 
performed 
varies from 
one branch 
of 
Christianity 
to another: 

Christian 
celebration
s and 
holidays 
differ 
somewhat 
from one 
branch of 
Christianity 
to another. 
However, 
some of the 
celebration
s common 
to all 
Christians 
are 
Christmas, 
the birthday 
of Jesus, 
and Easter 
in 
commemor
ation of 
Jesus' 
resurrection 
from the 
dead. A 
forty-day 
period of 



creation. Fisher, 
2014, p.340 

infinitely wise, 
good, and 
powerful. God 
is 
transcendent 
and humans 
cannot fully 
comprehend 
his ways. 
Being infinitely 
good, God 
sets criteria of 
moral behavior 
in the form of 
commandment
s and judges 
people for their 
sins. 
Fisher, 2014, 
p.326 

help of God. 
This is why 
Jesus, the 
Son of God, 
became a 
man, 
preached, 
suffered, 
was put to 
death, and 
rose from 
the dead. 
Those, who 
follow him 
and believe 
in him, can 
now be 
saved from 
sin and 
judgment. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
p.347-348 

disobedien
ce. Satan 
has been 
struggling 
with God 
since, 
enticing 
men to sin. 
However, 
Satan will 
be 
defeated in 
the last 
battle 
towards the 
end of the 
world, and 
evil will be 
no more. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
p.353 

moral and 
ethical 
standards, 
and, 
usually, 
belonging 
to a church 
and 
participatin
g in its 
rituals and 
sacraments
. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
p.346. 
 

Paradise, 
or one can 
be 
condemne
d to eternal 
suffering 
(or death).  
Fisher, 
2014, 
p.346-347. 

some 
baptize by 
immersion, 
others pour 
or sprinkle 
water. 
Most 
churches 
baptize 
babies, 
while 
others 
restrict it to 
adults. 
Communio
n with 
bread and 
wine 
commemor
ates Jesus' 
Last 
Supper 
before his 
trial and 
death. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
p.349 
 

preparation 
known as 
Lent 
precedes 
Easter. 
Catholic 
and 
Orthodox 
churches 
also have 
numerous 
celebration
s 
commemor
ating Virgin 
Mary and 
the saints. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
p.351-355 
 

Islam 
 

The origin of the 
universe in Islam 
does not differ 
significantly from 
the same 
narrative in the 
Bible. One God, 

Allah is the 
only God, 
there are no 
other gods 
besides him. 
Allah is 
incomparably 

All God's 
creation is 
good, 
including 
humans. 
However, in 
order to fulfill 
their role, 

According 
to Islam, 
Allah is the 
ultimate 
source of all 
good.  
Consequent
ly, 

Salvation in 
Islam is 
understood 
as following 
Allah and 
living in 
accordance 
with God's 

Islam 
places 
great 
emphasis 
on the idea 
of afterlife. 
In Islam, 
the soul is 

One of the 
main 
everyday 
rituals a 
Muslim 
must 
perform is 
prayer. 

One of the 
main 
celebrations 
in Islam is 
Eid al-Fitr at 
the end of 
he month-
long fast of 



Allah, the Ruler 
and Sustainer of 
all things, 
created the 
world for his own 
glory. The man 
was created as 
the final stage of 
that process. 
When Adam, the 
first man, was 
made, all other 
creature, 
including angels, 
needed to bow 
before him. 
Fisher, 2014, 
p.389 

higher than 
any other 
being in 
wisdom, might, 
kindness, 
mercey, and 
other qualities. 
We cannot 
fully 
understand or 
comprehend 
God. Allah 
sent us a 
number of 
prophets to 
teach us his 
ways and to 
reveal himself 
to us. The 
religion of 
Islam as 
preached by 
the last of the 
prophets, 
Muhammad, is 
the truest and 
the latest form 
of God's 
revelation. 
 

men are 
supposed to 
be obedient 
to God. 
Disobedienc
e   is a great 
sin. It leads 
to 
separation 
from God 
and may 
result in an 
afterlife in 
hell. Many 
passages in 
the Quran 
affirm the 
sanctity and 
value of 
human life.  
Islam also 
emphasizes 
social justice 
and calls for 
a fairer 
society 
based upon 
religious 
principles. 
Fisher, 
2014, p.422, 
423 

obedience 
and 
submission 
to God is 
good, as is 
acting in 
accordance 
with God's 
laws. Satan 
(Iblis), a 
former 
angel, is 
believed to 
be the 
source of 
evil in the 
world. Iblis 
was the first 
being to 
disobey 
God. Now 
Iblis is 
teaching 
and 
tempting 
men to do 
the same. 
Satan 
himself, and 
all those 
who follow, 
are subject 
to 
judgement 
and eternal 
punishment
. Two worst 
sins a man 

laws. This 
will bring a 
faithful 
follower an 
eternal life 
in the 
paradise. 
On earth a 
righteous 
person will 
be likewise 
blessed by 
Allah and 
will enjoy 
prosperity, 
longevity, 
and respect 
of others. 
So for Islam 
the notion of 
salvation, 
like in 
Christianity, 
refers 
mostly to 
the afterlife. 
Fisher, 
2014, p.391 

considered 
immortal. 
Upon one's 
death it 
continues 
its 
existence 
either in 
paradise or 
in hell. 
Allah is the 
judge of all 
souls 
according 
to their 
deeds, 
thoughts, 
and 
intentions. 
God knows 
everyone' s 
life 
thoroughly, 
so his 
judgement 
is fair and 
just.. Islam 
says that 
our afterlife 
is actually a 
revealing 
and 
continuatio
n of our 
tendencies 
in this life. 
Thus, a 
pure soul 

Muslims 
must pray 
five time a 
day. Before 
prayer one 
must 
cleanse his 
body. 
Prayer is 
one of the 
five pillars 
of Islam. 
Other 
pillars of 
Islam, such 
as hajj 
(pilgrimage 
to Mecca) 
and 
ramadan (a 
month long 
fast) are 
two more 
examples 
of important 
Islamic 
practices 
and rituals. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
pp.395, 396 

Ramadan. 
This is a 
merry and 
happy 
festival 
when 
official 
receptions 
are held 
and private 
visits are 
paid, when 
Muslims 
exchange 
presents, 
wear new 
clothes and 
visit the 
graves of 
relatives.  
Another 
major 
celebration 
is Eid al-
Adha 
commemor
ating the 
prophet 
Ibrahim 
(Abraham)  
and his 
sacrifice. 
During this 
festival 
families 
sacrifice 
animals 



can commit 
are, 
according 
to Islam, 
shirk 
(ascribing 
divine 
qualities to 
anyone else 
but Allah), 
and kufr 
(disbelief, 
or atheism.) 
Fisher, 
2014, p. 
389. 

that was 
seeking 
God and 
his ways in 
this world 
will be 
drawn 
nearer to 
Allah, while 
souls of 
sinners will 
end up 
being totally 
separated 
from God. 
Fisher, 
2014, p. 
390-391. 

and divide 
meat 
among 
friends and 
the poor. 
Fisher, 
2014, p. 
395. 
 

Sikhism 
 

Sikhism teaches 
that God is the 
cause of 
creation as well 
as destruction. 
In Sikh sacred 
writings such as 
Mul Mantra God 
is often referred 
to as the 
Creator. 
However, Sikh 
sacred books do 
not contain an 
elaborate and 
detailed story of 
creation similar 
to that of 
Judaism or 

According to 
Sikhism, there 
is one God. 
This makes 
Sikhism a 
monotheistic 
religion, unlike 
other religions 
of India. God 
is the Creator 
of the 
universe, an 
Immortal, 
Almighty being 
beyond space 
and time, 
formless and 
shapeless. 
God is the only 

Sikhism 
teaches that 
humans are 
capable of 
doing both 
good and 
evil deeds 
depending 
on one's 
spiritual 
developmen
t. All people 
are equal, 
and there is 
God's light 
in everyone, 
and this 
presence of 
God 

Sikhism 
emphasize
s moral life 
and actions 
based 
upon one's 
spiritual 
and 
personal 
developme
nt. Sikh 
ethical 
teachings 
are 
generally of 
a universal 
nature – 
Sikhism 
teaches 

For Sikhs, 
the 
purpose of 
life is to 
seek and 
realize God 
within 
oneself and 
within the 
world. 
There is no 
salvation 
as in 
Christianity, 
since 
Sikhism 
recognizes 
the law of 
karma 

Like other 
Indian 
religions, 
Sikhism 
recognizes 
karma, that 
is, 
transmigrat
ion of 
souls. 
Depending 
on one's 
life, a soul 
is reborn in 
the form of 
a human 
being or an 
animal 
over and 

Some of 
the 
important 
practices in 
Sikhism 
are the 
continuous 
repetition 
of the 
name of 
God and 
the reciting 
of certain 
verses and 
mantras. 
Besides, 
Sikhs have 
two lengthy 
daily 

One 
significant 
celebration 
among 
Sikhs is 
Langar, a 
communal 
meal where 
all Sikhs, 
despite 
their social 
status, 
wealth and 
origin, sit 
and eat 
together. 
There are 
eight major 
festivals in 



Christianity. 
Fisher, 2014, pp. 
442, 447 

true reality. In 
Sikhism, God 
is not separate 
from the world. 
Instead, God 
pervades the 
cosmos and 
can be found 
within 
everything. 
The light of 
God is 
reflected in the 
Guru, the 
leader of the 
Sikh religion. 
Fisher, 2014, 
pp. 443, 444. 

provides 
humans 
with the 
capability to 
grow 
spiritually 
and to get 
closer to 
God. For 
Sikhs, God 
was 
reflected in 
the fullest 
way in 
Gurus, Sikh 
religious 
leaders. 
Fisher, 
2014, p. 
445 

self-
sacrifice for 
the sake of 
others, 
generosity, 
and 
kindness, 
and 
opposes 
greed, 
selfishness 
and 
violence. In 
Sikhism 
ethical life 
is a matter 
of choice 
and it 
directly 
influences 
one's 
karma. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
p.444. 
 

along with 
other 
Indian 
religions. 
That is, 
Sikhs 
believe that 
living 
beings 
endlessly 
reincarnate 
until they 
find a union 
with God 
based upon 
one's life 
record. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
444, 445. 

over again. 
This 
process 
can only 
end when 
a person 
reaches 
the unity 
with God 
and 
becomes 
one with 
him. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
444, 445. 

prayers. A 
devout 
Sikh is 
supposed 
to abstain 
from drugs, 
alcohol 
and 
tobacco 
and never 
cut his 
hair. 
Devout 
Sikhs wear 
a comb in 
their uncut 
hair at all 
times and 
a small 
ritual knife 
called 
kirpan. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
445, 446, 
453. 

Sikhism. 
Four of 
them 
commemor
ate events 
from the 
lives of 
Sikh Gurus. 
The 
remaining 
ones 
include a 
well-known 
festival of 
Diwali, or 
the Festival 
of Light, 
also 
celebrated 
by the 
Hindus. 
Fisher, 
2014, pp. 
445, 446. 

New 
Religious 
Movements 

New Religious 
Movements are 
extremely 
varied, and so 
are their views 
on the origin of 
the universe. 
They range from 
creation by God 
the Creator 

The idea of 
God/s varies 
greatly from 
one New 
Religious 
Movements to 
another. Some 
(especially 
those with 
roots in 

The view of 
human 
nature 
differs 
significantly 
from one 
movement 
to another. 
Mormons 
believe in 

Again, all 
new 
religious 
movements 
have 
different 
ideas of 
good and 
evil. For 
some 

Mormons 
and 
Jehovah's 
Witnesses 
understand 
salvation 
as 
deliverance 
from sin 
and death. 

Most New 
Religious 
Movement
s believe 
that death 
is not the 
end of one' 
existence. 
However, 
details vary 

New 
religious 
movement
s with 
Christian 
roots retain 
many 
Christian 
rituals 
(baptism, 

The range 
of 
celebration
s and 
festivals is 
very wide. 
They 
include 
traditional 
holidays 



(Baha'i, 
Mormons, 
Jehovah's 
Witnesses) to 
the view of Earth 
as a live being 
(Gaia) to beliefs 
about eternal 
spiritual reality 
and an illusory 
character of the 
matter held by 
Hinduism and 
other Eastern 
religions (Sathya 
Sai Baba, 
Radhasoami.)  
Fisher, 2014, 
pp.462-474 

Christianity 
and Islam) 
acknowledge 
one God who 
rules and 
sustains the 
whole world 
(Jehovah's 
Witnesses), 
while others 
maintain that 
God had 
his/her 
beginning. For 
example, the 
Cao dai 
movement in 
Vietnam 
teaches that 
before God 
there was 
Dao, and that 
God was born 
in the Big 
Bang. Some 
New Religious 
Movements 
are polytheistic 
(neo-pagan 
movements in 
Europe). 
Some believe 
that their 
charismatic 
leaders were 
actually divine 

the 
continuous 
perfection of 
humans 
who can 
eventually 
become 
Gods. 
Baha'is 
teach that 
human 
nature is 
good and 
able to grow 
and improve 
spiritually. 
Many 
movements 
emphasize 
esoteric 
practices 
and 
constant 
self-
developmen
t that allow 
the union of 
men with 
the divine. 
(Radhasoa
mi, 
Theosophy)
.  
Fisher, 
2014, 
pp.470, 476 

(Jehovah's 
Witnesses) 
Satan is 
the source 
of evil, and 
those 
people who 
do not want 
to join the 
Witnesses 
are on 
Satan's 
side. For 
many 
(Theosoph
y, Agon 
Shu, New 
Age) evil is 
essentially 
the lack of 
spiritual 
developme
nt and true 
knowledge. 
For 
practically 
all of them 
good is 
rooted in 
God, gods 
or in the 
divine. 
Fisher, 
2014, 462, 
476. 

Many 
others 
(Sathya Sai 
Baba, ao 
Dai, Agon 
Shu, 
Theosophy
) 
emphasize 
following a 
spiritual 
path and a 
continuous 
personal 
developme
nt leading 
to unity 
with God. 
Many new 
religious 
movements 
insist that 
their 
particular 
organizatio
n is the 
only true 
way. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
pp.461-480 

greatly 
from one 
movement 
to another. 
Jehovah's 
Witnesses 
believe in 
the eternal 
life for their 
followers 
on the 
Earth, 
while 
Mormons 
expect 
endless 
perfection 
on other 
planets. 
Followers 
of Sathya 
Sai Baba 
or 
Theosophy 
believe in 
the law of 
karma, etc. 
All of them 
coincide 
that 
personal 
spiritual 
growth and 
belonging 
to their 
movement 

communio
n, prayer 
and prayer 
meetings). 
Others, 
such as 
Agon Shu, 
have 
dramatic 
fire rituals, 
while 
Scientologi
sts practice 
“auditing” 
in order to 
cleanse 
the mind. 
Followers 
of Sathya 
Sai Baba 
held so 
called 
darshan 
(contact 
with the 
divine) 
ceremonie
s where 
Sai Baba 
performed 
miracles 
and 
healings. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
pp.459, 

(Christmas)
, birthdays 
of spiritual 
leaders, the 
first day of 
every 
month 
(Baha'i), 
Halloween 
or Samhain 
is 
celebrated 
by followers 
of the 
Goddess 
and other 
Neo-
Pagans. 
Pilgrimages 
to ancient 
sites such 
as 
Stoneheng
e and 
Glastonbur
y in 
England 
are also 
popular 
among 
Neo-
Pagans. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
pp.482, 483 
 



figures 
(Unification 
church and 
many others). 
Fisher, 2014, 
pp.461-480 

will draw 
you closer 
to the 
divine. 
Fisher, 
2014, 
pp.461-
474, 480 

464. 

 


